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MINUTES OF THE SHALFLEET PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 
9TH JULY 2025 AT THE WELLOW INSTITUTE HALL AT 7.15PM.
A pressing issue affecting Shalfleet community in respect of the foul drainage system causing problems,
Adam Wilds, Southern Waters County Customer Manager was invited to address the meeting.
Adam had prior notice of the problems and indeed was supplied specific questions.
There are three main issues compromising the system. Fat and grease, attributed to a local business, households connecting rainwater systems directly into the foul sewer network and tree roots infiltrating the sewer lines.
Mr Wilds reported that whilst Southern Water responds when problems are reported they don’t carry out routine inspections; proactive work is prohibitively costly, so they wait for faults to surface before fixing. Despite these concerns the upcoming development at Burt Close will not burden the system. Sewage from the new homes will be pumped uphill and then allowed to flow downhill by gravity, feeding into Mill Lanes pumping station just like the rest of the villages waste water.
Mr Wilds said SW does operate a specialist team to identify illegal connections and install correct drainage systems. They were currently working in Wroxall and the Chair asked 
Mr Wilde to consider how Shalfleet area might be prioritised. Securing SW attention could prevent further unpleasant episodes of lifting manhole covers and waste spillage into the roads.
The public were asked to engage in making small changes such as redirecting their rain water into gardens instead of the foul water systems.
Cllr Timbrell thanked Mr Wild for attending the meeting  and for answering the variety of questions and the problems residents had raise.

	MEMBERS PRESENT:- Cllr Timbrell, Cllr Laurie, Cllr Hill, Cllr Beane and Cllr Broadhead.

	27/25-26  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
                                Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Breslin an Cllr Stuart

   	  28/25-26    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN RESPECT OF BUSINESS NOTIFIED ON THE AGENDA 
		            Cllr Hill declared an interest in agenda item 33/25-26
	
	29/25-26	TO RECEIVE ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLORS WRITTEN REPORTS.
           Cllr Spink sent in a written report  to the Chairman as well as giving a verbal report to the  
           meeting. It is attached as Appendix A to these minutes.
           Cllr Stuart sent in a written report to the Chairman who read out to the meeting. It is  
           attached as Appendix B to these minutes.           

	  30/25-26    TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11TH JUNE 25  
	 	                    The Minutes of the meeting duly proposed, seconded and agreed by the Council.

             31/25-26    TO COMMENT ON THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS. 
                                 25/00920/HOU| Replacement of conservatory on front of property. Bridge House Church  
                    Lane Shalfleet Newport Isle of Wight PO30 4NF
                    The Council discussed this planning application and had no objections to this planning   
                    application

	  32/25-26    TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE FINANCIAL REPORTS.
			       The Councillor’s approved the summary of payments and receipts for June 2025 and noted
                                  the bank statement.

		33/25-26   REVIEW AND MAKE DECISIONS ON THE FOLLOWING GRANT APPLICATIONS:- 
         			  Newbridge Community Centre
                                 Cllr Hill left the room for this agenda item.
                                 The Chairman informed the Councillors that she had met with Mr Willier and 2 other 
                                 Community Centre Members together with the Clerk and they had been given a copy of 
                                 a legal document that clarified the questions that had been raised at the previous 
                                 Council Meeting.
                                  It was proposed and seconded and all present agreed that a grant of £4,000 be given to 
                                  Newbridge Community Centre.

             34/25-26    REFORM OF PLANNING COMMITTEES CONSULTATION
                                  To consider if the Council wish to comment on this consultation.
             Councillors had all received copies of the proposals on the reform of the Planning  
                                  Committees.
	             This item was noted.
  
	  35/25-26     LOCAL GOVERNMENT SURVEY 
       To consider if the Council wish to comment on this consultation.
       Councillors have all received the survey to complete on the Local Government Reform. It  
                            was thought there was no mileage in a collective Council View and would be better for  
                            people to individually complete the form.
	            It was felt to be important that an emphasis was placed on the Island maintaining its own    
                                 Council and not attached to a mainland Council. 
            Councillors and Members of the public were urged to make this point when answering the 
                                 consultation as the consultation made no opportunity in the form to state that as an Island 
                                 opinion to remain a separate entity within the group of Council due to the Island’s unique 
                                 situation. 
        
          36/25-26	  MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS.
a. It was reported that the car park next to the  gates at the Horse and Groom 
			      are not being closed by the school at night or opened up in the morning nor has the    
                      hedge been cut as part of their lease agreement.
				 It was agreed to talk to the school regarding the dangerous situation of
                	 Station Road due to cars being parked outside the school and staff not
                	 using the car park.
                	 It was also raised about the path inside the fence at the car park was a safe
				way to walk as questions had been asked about it.
			  b. The state of St Swithin’s Road was raised by a Councillor 
	             c. It was reported that the Calculators had arrived which were to be given to 
			      the leavers at Shalfleet School.
	            d. The latest Health Survey results on how the service was doing were  circulated and made  
                                      interesting reading and in parts were not good.
	            e.	 It was reported that the District Steward has had the overgrowth at some   
                                      bus stops cleared back so people no longer wait in the road.
			       He has been talked to about a new, extra poo bin for Wellow. 
  			  	  He has ordered as a new village sign is needed for Wellow. He said he would sort  
                                      out those problems for us. He was also dealing with a vehicle that has been parked in 
                                      front of the bus stop and has put a notice on it and informing DVLA.

	  37/25-26	  CLERKS REPORT.
			  a.	Notice Boards.
                     Since we had a spare notice board  a replacement board was no longer  
                                          needed as it had now been replaced.                
	            b.	      Planter replacement 
   	      This item was discussed and during the discussion the lack of people  
                                           volunteering to water the planter was touched on. it was agreed to obtain a quote for 
                                           a replacement planter
	            c.       Thank you letter received.
			            A Thank You letter was received from JoJo for the funding from the Parish Council to  
                                           Celebrate VE Day that was held on the Millenium Green.
	            d.      The Clerk raised the question and asked if any of our villages were doing 
		                   anything for V.J Day to which she was told that to any body’s knowledge 
	                     nothing was planned for that day. 




Signed									Date               

[bookmark: _Hlk207842570]APPENDIX A. Cllr Spink’s Report 
Report of Ward Councillor for the July 2025 Meeting of Shalfleet Parish Council
1. Barnfield Solar Farm. I updated the PC re this in my June report. Officers are persisting with what, in my opinion, is a wrongful interpretation of the law. Unfortunately, there is little that can be done about this, other than a Judicial Review which as the PC knows is prohibitively expensive.   
1. Full Council Meeting 21st May. Further to my last report this matter remains unresolved with the Deputy Monitoring Officer still carrying out research over a month later!
1. IW Council Land Disposal Policy. Some progress has been made in this regard since my last report, and I am hopeful that next week Full Council will approve the amendments that I have proposed. If passed this will be a significant step in reducing the numbers on the housing register and taking families out of temporary accommodation.
1. Former Yarmouth ‘Deli’. Although not in Shalfleet Ward many residents will no doubt be concerned by the removal of the ‘original’ wooden shopfront and its modern aluminium replacement by the current leaseholder.  I’m pleased to report that the Enforcement Officer has taken decisive action and has written requiring  reinstatement. An Enforcement Notice will be issued if this does not take place within a time limit which expires shortly.
1. I attended the Military Road Meeting called last week by Councillor Becca Cameron. There is concern re the stability of the road at Afton Down and between Brook and Compton Farm. There is currently no available funding sufficient to secure the current track of the road, or to reroute it further away from the cliff edge. This could have a serious effect on the West Wight with traffic being permanently re-routed to the Middle Road. 
1. I note agenda items re consultations for planning reform and local government. I urge the PC to respond to these although I accept that the latter is unrealistically complex.
I look forward to seeing you all at tonight’s meeting. 
  
Peter Spink,     Freshwater North and Yarmouth.				July 2025.

APPENDIX B.  Cllr Stuarts Report
  	Report of Ward Councillor for the July 2025 Meeting of Shalfleet Parish Council
Recommendations for Parish Councils
Housing needs survey for each Parish.
This will assist in any plans for Community Led Housing and rural Exceptional Housing and for discussion with developers and the Planning Authority regarding possible planning applications and their suitability.
A village Futures event jointly with the IoW Councillor
Enabling the community to consider planning for the future of our communities, residents, businesses and environment
National Landscapes “Landscape Connections” lottery bid
This bid is to connect the dots in our landscapes with new woodland hedgerows and wild flower meadows as well as verge enhancements.
This could also include developing the skills of volunteers in mapping and recording the wildlife in our areas from birds to bees and from mosses to trees.
This might also include support for deleting the awareness and knowledge of the children in our area.
National Landscapes are looking for early suggestions and support for discreet projects where they can seek funding with a limited input of resources from Parish Councils or others.
Issues
Composted Sewage
There have been a large number of concerns from residents to me and the Parish Council and local farmers regarding over 100 tons of composted sewage delivered to a field on Corfe Road adjacent to Town lane.  I worked with the Parish Council and others to deal with the issue related to the overwhelming smell and the immediate threat to Newtown Creek.
We have chased several organisations for information and action and I met up with concerned residents meeting on site.
Following complaints to the Environment Agency, Environmental Health and the supplier Southern Water.
Environmental Health and Environment Agency attended on site and the farm
has spread the material onto the fields from the large piles and the odour is reduced. 
Southern Water have stated that the storage and spreading of the material met the British Standard in relation to the distance from the water course and the smell. They have not apparently considered the specific threat to Newtown Creek.
I have asked for the evidence on the risk assessment and soil testing, together with property distances to be supplied for odour management consideration.
We also had useful discussions with the NFU and others and asked the MP to consider how the national nature reserve can be protected.
I have also made it clear that other organisations and residents consider that this location is unacceptable to be used for the storage or use of this material.
It is worth noting the recent concerns in the national media regarding the toxic chemicals lurking in composted sewage and the worries over the incorporation of industrial waste in the sewage composting process.
Military Road
Following on from my public meetings last year, the answers from the Council that this is considered and treated as a critical road link and the responses when I pulled the Military I had a briefing from the Council Director dealing with the issue together with a written update. 
In summary the Council as the relevant authority are talking to the Government regarding funding for a rerouted road through the production of an updated business case, but there are several major obstacles including road designation and usage data. 
A Resident recently met with the MP and his team who came up with number of options and I will be pursuing the various options and looking to guide the MPs approach in the next couple of months.
There have been fears expressed over the immediate future of Afton Down however the specialist advice from Island Roads is that the expected lifetime of the Afton Road works are in line with the existing 50-year lease with the National Trust as landowner.
IoW Council
This week I will be attending :- 
Economy, Regeneration, Transport & Infrastructure Committee
next week 
Full Council and then Environment & Community Protection Committee
The reconvened Pensions Committee follows shortly. 
Island Roads/Highways 
The Newport Cowes diversion has now ended but we see a large number of road closures here in the West Wight. I still remain concerned that Island Roads have yet to positively respond to the two recommendations my old Scrutiny Committee made to consider how diversions could be better signposted and managed.

Cllr Nick Stuart   	libdemnick@gmail.com				July 2025
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